PART vni: 1779-81
of Irene to a company at a house in the country, he left the
room; and somebody having asked him the reason of this he
replied, "Sir, I thought it had been better."'                    *
Talking of a point of delicate scrupulosity of moral con-
duct, he said to Mr Langton, "Men of harder minds than
ours will do many things from which you and I would shrink-
yet, Sir, they will, perhaps, do more good in life than we!
But let us try to help one another. If there be a wrong twist
it may be set right. It is not probable that two people can be
wrong the same way."'
'He used at one time to go occasionally to the green room
of Drury-lane Theatre, where he was much regarded by the
players, and was very easy and facetious with them. He had
a very high opinion of Mrs Olive's comick powers, and con-
versed more with her than with any of them, He said
"Clive, Sir, is a good thing to sit by; she always understands
what you say." And she said of him, "I love to sit by Dr
Johnson; he always entertains me."
'He would allow no settled indulgence of idleness upon
principle, and always repelled every attempt to urge excuses
for it. A friend one day suggested, that it was not wholesome
to study soon after dinner. JOHNSON. "Ah, Sir, don't give
way to such a fancy. At one time of my life I had taken it
into my head that it was not wholesome to study between
breakfast and dinner."'
'His affection for Topham Beauclerk was so great, that
when Beauclerk was labouring under that severe illness
which at last occasioned his death, Johnson said, (\vith a
voice faultering with emotion,) "Sir, I would walk to the
extent of the disimeter of the earth to save Beauclerk." *
Talking of Gray's Odes, he said, "They are forced plants
raised in a hot-bed; and they are poor plants; they are but
cucumbers after all.' A gentleman present, who had been
running down Ode-writing in general, as a bad species of
poetry, unluckily said, "Had they been literally cucumbe^
they had been better things than Odes." - "Yes, Sir, (said
Johnson,) for a hog"'
'His distinction of the different degrees of attainment of
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